
 
PETER FAUSTINO 

State Delegate Candidate: New York 

Statement 2 

 
What are the most pressing issues that the profession faces and how would you 
use your strengths to address these issues as a member of the NASP Leadership 
Assembly? 
 
Mental health matters!  This is the most pressing issue facing our profession.  The idea that so many 
children and families are struggling with mental health issues is a growing national concern that 
effects every school psychologist.  The real crisis is the shortage of mental and behavioral health 
providers, paucity of resources in our communities, and the lack of mental health parity that has 
caused school systems to become the de facto mental health treatment for so many. 
 
And while we have traditionally been very good at admiring a problem, NASP’s Leadership 
Assembly is inspired to move the needle on these issues. More than ever, NASP is working to set 
goals, strategically plan for action, evaluate the progress and think outside the box.  Efforts like 
model legislation for state leaders to use in advocacy efforts, or the Creating Connections Initiative 
focused on key stakeholders within the state who are sympathetic to our mission, or supporting 
graduate students through our “Second Chance” training opportunities are just a few examples of 
the types of bold action that will help advance the profession.   
 
Of personal interest to my work as a school practitioner is the emotional pain so many students are 
struggling with.  In other words, suicide prevention is a major part of the mental health that effects 
too many students and by result school psychologists.  Losing a student under our care, has become 
an all too frequent challenge.  The training and resources to save lives are available but sadly relate 
back the ratios and shortages that too many schools are challenged with.  When we know that 
students need help but are too overloaded to spend the time and attention to help them then we 
have more than a crisis but an epidemic. 
 
Given my partnerships in NY with the NYS OMH and other stakeholders interested in the care and 
well-being of children there is so much more that can be done to intervene and build supportive 
programs across the country.  Being a part of NASP’s Leadership Assembly is a great vehicle for 
taking action. 
 
Join me, not only through your vote for me as Delegate, but by contacting me with your ideas, your 
passion and your stories so that we can inspire others to follow our lead.  Because what we need 
now is leadership and advocacy on behalf of those who are unable to speak up for themselves..   
 


